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 REGIONAL GOVERNMENTS 
Comment Letter 24. City of Alexandria, Virginia Response 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A. Potomac River bridge projects will be undertaken by others, and the Draft Environmental 

Impact Statement evaluated the interrelationships of these ideas. Improved bicycle and 
pedestrian access on all Potomac River bridges is compatible with the proposed National 
Mall plan and would encourage sustainable circulation methods. The proposed plan would 
improve bicycle or pedestrian access to the Theodore Roosevelt Memorial Bridge, which is 
recommended by the Monumental Core Framework Plan (see DEIS, p. 44). 

 Together, the Monumental Core Framework Plan, the proposed National Mall plan, and D.C. 
pedestrian and bicycle plans have defined a cohesive vision for improved pedestrian and 
bicycle access and connections for the areas you mention. One step to improve pedestrian 
and bicycle connections over Potomac River bridges is the Ohio Drive roadwork project, 
which is underway. The 14th Street bridge corridor would also address these issues. As you 
note, other actions will take a much longer time. 

 Parking and shuttle bus options need to be part of a larger tour bus management approach, as 
described in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement on pages 70, 85, and 168 (actions for 
row 5.8). 

B. While it is not the intent of the National Park Service to provide water taxis, the proposed 
plan would accommodate them; see the Draft Environmental Impact Statement, pages 94 and 
240 (actions for row 24.2). Water taxi service with transfers to other transit modes is included 
in the Monumental Core Framework Plan, as it was in the Legacy plan, and this has been clari-
fied in the final document.  
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Comment Letter 24. City of Alexandria, Virginia (cont.) Response 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
C. Your suggestion for a water taxi stop near the John Ericsson Memorial is noted. Appropriate 

locations and design of nodes would require further study and approvals as proposals were 
made.  
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158 Comment Letter 25. Loudoun County, Virginia Response 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Loudoun County, Virginia 
 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the above referenced project.  Loudoun 
County has no comments at this time. 
  
Sincerely, 
Marie Genovese 
  
Marie Genovese, AICP 
Planner, Community Planning 
1 Harrison Street, 3rd Floor 
Leesburg, VA 20177 
Phone (703) 777-0246 
Fax (703) 777-0441 

 
 
 
 
 
[EDITOR’S NOTE: Loudoun County, Virginia, submitted its comment by e-mail.] 
 
 
 
 
 

Comment Letter 26. Maryland Department of Transportation Response 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

TSO Secretary MDOT  
<Secretary@mdot.state.md.us> 
 
To  <nationalmallplan@nps.gov>           
cc  
02/12/2010 01:20 PM 
Subject: Thank You for Contacting Secretary Swaim-Staley 
 
 
On behalf of Governor O'Malley and Lieutenant Governor Brown, I 
want to thank you for contacting the Maryland Department of 
Transportation.  Your input is very important.  Either a member of 
my staff or I will contact you shortly. 

 

 
 
 
[EDITOR’S NOTE: The Maryland Department of Transportation submitted comments by e-mail.] 
 
 
 
 
 

http://webmail.att.net/wmc/en-US/n/wm/4BB504C7000C61DC000026C822230647029B0A02D29B9B0EBF9D019C0A9A9E?cmd=ComposeTo&adr=nationalmallplan%40nps.gov&sid=c2
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ORGANIZATIONS 
Comment Letter 27. American Institute of Architects Response 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A. We agree that the National Mall should be a showcase or influential role model for sustain-

able design. Several other topics where the National Mall should set an example have been 
suggested in the plan or by the public, including civic space, universal accessible design, 
pedestrian environment/walkability, and visitor facilities such as restrooms. 

 
 
 
 
B. The proposed plan sets a vision and describes sustainable goals, which would be required 

criteria for subsequent designs. The plan embraces maximizing principles established by 
both LEED and the Sustainable Sites Initiative™. It includes the ideas you support, such as 
the importance of public transportation, pedestrian improvements, and sustainable water 
use. We agree that the federal government can and should lead on this important global issue.

 Sustainability is required by Executive Orders 13423 and 13514, as well as NPS policies. 
Language related to sustainability has been updated and expanded, and information has been 
added about Executive Order 13514. Also, please see response 6.1D and letter 9 from the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency.  
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Comment Letter 28. American Restroom Association Response 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A 
 

 
 
 

Robert Brubaker 
robert.brubaker@americanrestroom.org 
American Restroom Association 
 
[Comment pertaining to question 1 (“Indicate the extent to which you agree with the overall Preferred 
Alternative Vision to restore the National Mall.”)] 
 

When one Googles 'national mall restrooms' the first link they see is the American Restroom 
Association National Mall Restroom web page.  http://americanrestroom.org/gov/nps   This has 
resulted in our organization getting significant feedback about the problems people face finding 
restrooms when they visit the Mall.    For the most part this plan addresses the issue, with one 
glaring exception.   It appears to ignore the problem people face when they are on the east side of 
the mall before or after the museums are open.  A majority of the National Mall Restroom feedback 
our organization receives on the subject relates to this problem.    I would strongly encourage that 
some limited number of proper sanitation facilities be added to the plan for the east side of the Mall 
to address the serious deficiency.   For the most part this plan addresses the issue with one glaring 
exception.  

 

 
 
 
[EDITOR’S NOTE: Comment submitted online.] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A. Concern about the lack of restrooms on the east end of the National Mall after museums 

close for the day was addressed in the plan for both Union Square and the Mall. See the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement, pages 89, 90, 200 (actions for row 10.9), and 208–10 (actions 
for row 11.7). 
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Comment Letter 29. Association of the Oldest Inhabitants of The District of Columbia Response 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A. We agree that maintenance needs to be ensured and sight lines preserved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B. Vital to the health and long-term sustainability of the turf is the restoration of soils and the 

installation of an irrigation system. The plan proposes that small areas be restored more 
frequently. At the same time there have been agreements with the city since 1949 allowing 
recreational uses on the National Mall. As shown in the Draft Environmental Impact State-
ment on page 331, league activities occur in designated areas; these activities are occasionally 
superseded by permitted activities or weather conditions. 
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Comment Letter 29. Association of the Oldest Inhabitants of The District of Columbia (cont.) Response 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C 
 
 

D 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

E 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
C. We agree that visitor facilities should not distract from memorials, historic views, or vistas. 

Facilities will undergo design reviews and additional historic preservation consultations. 
 
D. The National Park Service will continue to work with agencies such as the National Capital 

Planning Commission, the U.S. Commission of Fine Arts, the Smithsonian Institution, and 
our fund-raising partner The Trust for the National Mall. As shown on the inside front cover 
of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement, a number of agencies have worked with the 
National Park Service to develop the proposed plan. Other groups, such as the National 
Coalition to Save Our Mall, are not partners but advocacy groups, and they have participated 
in NHPA section 106 consultation meetings about historic preservation.  

 Regarding the Arts and Industries Building, please see 14.2H from the D.C. Preservation 
League. The addition of a visitor center within the Reserve is prohibited by the Commem-
orative Works Act (see the definitions of a visitor center and visitor facilities on page 584 of 
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement, as well as the discussion on page 130 and on pages 
571–75). However, a welcome area at the Smithsonian Metro station near 12th Street and 
Jefferson Drive would accomplish many of your objectives.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
E. Please see response C to your letter. 
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Comment Letter 29. Association of the Oldest Inhabitants of The District of Columbia (cont.) Response 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

F 
 

G 
 
 
 
 

H 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
F. The plan proposes additional seating in shaded areas; access to shady turf areas would 

remain. 
G. We share your concern for visitor safety and comfort, as well as lighting that does not 

contribute to light pollution. 
 
 
 
H. The National Mall lends itself to being a role model for a walkable urban park, and we share 

your concern that surface materials should be both sustainable and accessible. The plan 
proposes that the National Mall be a role model for sustainability. As stated in the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement on pages 88, 190, and 514–16, the National Park Service is 
required to meet green and sustainable standards. A new Executive Order 13514 (“Federal 
Leadership in Environmental, Energy and Economic Performance”) was published as the 
draft document was being printed, and it has been added to the final document under 
“Environmental Consequences: Park Operations — Methodology for Impact Analysis.” 
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Comment Letter 29. Association of the Oldest Inhabitants of The District of Columbia (cont.) Response 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I 
 
J 
 

K 
 
 

L 
 

M 
 

N 
 

O 
 

P 
 
 

Q 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I. Please see response B to your letter. 
 
J. Please see response B to your letter. 
 

K. Please see response D to your letter. 
 
 
L. Please see response C to your letter. 
 
M. Please see response F to your letter. 
 
N. Please see response H to your letter. 
 
 
O. Please see response G to your letter. 
 
P. The plan proposes this action. 
 
 
Q. A wide variety of transportation modes are already available on the National Mall, and 

transportation options were the focus of the Visitor Transportation Study, which has now 
been approved. The National Park Service has begun discussions with public transportation 
providers, such as the DC Circulator.  
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Comment Letter 30. Detroit Model Yacht Club (DMYC) Response 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A 
 

Frank Vella 
fvracerone1@aol.com 
Detroit Model Yacht Club 

[Comment pertaining to question 1 (“Indicate the extent to which you agree with the overall Preferred 
Alternative Vision to restore the National Mall.”)] 

i woud like to see the instiution of the Mall's pond for recreational and competetive model boat races, 
perhaps the National Championships..... 

[EDITOR’S NOTE: Comment submitted online.] 
 
 
 
 
 
A. The plan proposes that a new recreational activity, model boating and rentals, could occur at 

Constitution Gardens Lake. 

Comment Letter 31. Gold Star Mothers National Monument Foundation, Inc. Response 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A 
 

Judith Young  
<jcyoung83@yahoo.com>  
02/13/2010 11:42 AM 

 
 

As Chairman of the Gold Star Mothers National Monument Foundation Inc. I would like to know where a 
half acre site could be set aside for our Monument.  The Foundation currently has a Bill in the House 
and will be working for one in the Senate.  Our Monument project has a dual purpose.  One to recognize 
the sacrifice of America's mothers who have lost their children defending our Country.  Second is to 
educate the public that these mothers not only lose their most precious gift but have donated time, 
monies and energy in the veterans community.  The backbone of our Country has been the strength of 
woman to raise, educate, nurture, and instill in their children goals more important than life itself.  
Knowing you received thousands of emails, I would sincerely like to hear from someone in the NPS. 
  
Judith Young, Chairman 
Gold Star Mothers National Monument Foundation Inc. 
30 Eraser Road, Moorestown, NJ 08057 

[EDITOR’S NOTE: Comment submitted by e-mail.] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A. Your question has been forwarded to the NPS regional office, which will provide you 

information about the Commemorative Works Act and procedures for proposing memorials. 
The Commemorative Works Act prohibits any new memorials on the National Mall; 
however, the National Capital Planning Commission has identified more than 100 sites for 
memorials and museums throughout the city. 

 
 
 

Comment Letter 32. National Turfgrass Federation Response 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kevin Morris 
kmorris@turfresearch.org 
National Turfgrass Federation 

[Comment pertaining to question 1 (“Indicate the extent to which you agree with the overall Preferred 
Alternative Vision to restore the National Mall.”)] 

The National Mall is a treasure that needs to be protected, enhanced and cherished.  Sufficient 
funding needs to be available to develop the appropriate facilities and resources to handle the 
number of visitors, yet maintain the park at a high level.  The Preferred Alternative is the proper 
vision to accomplish this. 

[Comment pertaining to question 2 (“Within each category, indicate the extent to which you agree with 
the specific elements of the Preferred Alternative vision to restore the National Mall?”)] 

We agree that to manage the soils and turf at the Mall, significant renovation needs to first take 
place.  With the level of traffic that the Mall turf receives, this area, especially the main panels from 
7th St. to 14th St., need to be designed and maintained the way a high performance athletic field 
would be.  To that end, damage from tents and other cultural events need to be minimized or 
controlled in the highest traffic areas.  This may mean that events on the central panels of the Mall 
need to be controlled or reduced, to all some level of adequate turf performance.  Otherwise, if 
events and use are not controlled in some manner, the condition of the turf will not improve 
significantly. 

[Comment pertaining to question 3 (“Indicate the extent to which you agree with the description of how 
the Preferred Alternative (which is also the environmentally preferred alternative) compares with other 
alternatives in meeting National Environmental Policy Act goals.”)] 

We feel that preserving the environmental character and safety of the National Mall is critical.  The 
Preferred Alternative is the only vision that adequately accomplishes this while preserving Freedom 
of Speech, cultural and historic aspects of the Mall. 

[EDITOR’S NOTE: Comments submitted online.] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A. We agree that if events and use are not controlled, the condition of the turf will not improve 

significantly. 
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Comment Letter 32. National Turfgrass Federation (cont.) Response 

 
 
 
 

C 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

D 
 

[Comment pertaining to question 4 (“Indicate the extent to which you agree with the comparison of how 
the alternatives meet the plan objectives laid out in Table 6.”)] 

Again, the Preferred Alternative vision is the only option to meeting ALL the Plan Objectives.  As 
turfgrass scientists and leaders in the industry, we know that growing turf, and any plant for that 
matter, requires adequate resources, attention to detail and some the applications of basic 
biology/agronomy knowledge.  The Preferred Alternative is the only option that contains adequate 
steps and provisions to meeting the objective that is most familiar to our industry, National 
Resource Protection. 

[Comment pertaining to question 6 (“Is there anything else you think NPS needs to consider with respect 
to the Draft National Mall Plan?”)] 

We applaud the National Park Service for their diligence in developing this very comprehensive plan.  
The Preferred Alternative option of the Plan is what is needed to enhance and protect the National 
Mall, in all its many facets.  As a group and industry, National Turfgrass Federation is most 
concerned with the conservation of the natural resources.  We feel much can be done to preserve 
those resources, while enhancing the other aspects and not diminishing any aspects.  If we can be 
of service to the National Park Service in any way, our representatives of the turf seed and sod 
production, irrigation, equipment, golf, landscape, and sports turf industries are willing and able to 
assist.   Thanks for this opportunity to comment.  Kevin Morris, President, National Turfgrass 
Federation 

 
 
 
 
C. We want to thank the National Turfgrass Federation as leaders in the turfgrass industry for 

supporting the proposed actions related to improved conditions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
D. Thank you for your offer. 
 

Comment Letter 33.1. Public Hygiene Lets Us Stay Human Response 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A 
 
 
 
 
 

B 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Carol McCreary  
phlush@oldtownchinatown.com 
Public Hygiene Lets Us Stay Human 

[Comment pertaining to question 1 (“Indicate the extent to which you agree with the overall Preferred 
Alternative Vision to restore the National Mall.”)] 

Permanent restrooms should be integrated with food and other facilities. Temporary facilities are best 
kept outside view corridors with landscape to suit. 

[Comment pertaining to question 2 (“Within each category, indicate the extent to which you agree with the 
specific elements of the Preferred Alternative vision to restore the National Mall?”)] 

Be extremely careful of leaving sites such as Union Square without restrooms.   Group unisex stalls 
around open or landscaped areas with handwashing facilities and drinking fountains.  This way 
families can keep an eye on their youngsters and elders as they safely use the toilets.  Make the 
majority of stalls small enough to "not really comfortable" but efficient because people will not spend 
much time in them   Work for a balance of required privacy and ongoing communication with the street 
so users do not feel trapped or vulnerable.   Of course ADA stalls will be large enough to 
accommodate wheelchairs, scooters and care attendants.  Please consult the PHLUSH Public 
Restroom Design Principles at www.phlush.org 

[Comment pertaining to question 3 (“Indicate the extent to which you agree with the description of how the 
Preferred Alternative (which is also the environmentally preferred alternative) compares with other 
alternatives in meeting National Environmental Policy Act goals.”)] 

Your description of how they compare seems fine. Not sure what input this question requires? 

[Comment pertaining to question 4 (“Indicate the extent to which you agree with the comparison of how the 
alternatives meet the plan objectives laid out in Table 6.”)] 

It's clear that new standards of everyday cleanliness and usability as well as programmed 
maintenance need to be developed to meet the needs of increased numbers of visitors.  These 
standards need to meet the needs of today's diverse society.  For example, the standards of open 
space public restrooms built in the mid-20th century are no longer appropriate.   Be sure to do 
extensive user research to get restroom design right.   This is uncharted territory for most architects 
and planners. 

 

[EDITOR’S NOTE: Comments submitted online.] 
 
 
 
 
 
A. We agree with your recommendation that restrooms should be integrated with food service 

and other facilities. 
 
 
 
 
B. Thank you for recommending public restroom design principles. We will encourage others 

to visit your website. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
O

rganizations

167

Comment Letter 32.1. Public Hygiene Lets Us Stay Human (cont.) Response 

 
 
 
 
 

C 
 

[Comment pertaining to question 6 (“Is there anything else you think NPS needs to consider with respect to 
the Draft National Mall Plan?”)] 

As the American Restroom Association and Public Hygiene Lets Us Stay Human (PHLUSH) have long 
advocated, the Mall needs state of the art restroom facilities.   This does not mean the elegance of 
hotel restrooms nor the rusticity of most park restrooms.   Mall planners have multiple opportunities to 
do something really outstanding in restroom design for a considerable range of users and this can 
reverberate throughout urban America.  The working goal of PHLUSH is the following:  Cost effective 
public restrooms that provide maximum function in minimum space and are safe, accessible, available, 
attractive and easy to keep clean.   We hope that the work we are doing will be of use to you and 
would welcome any opportunity to collaborate.  Contact us at www.phlush.org or 
phlush@oldtownchinatown.com 

 
 
 
 
 
C. We agree with your statement about the need to carefully consider urban public restrooms 

for the 21st century.  
 

Comment Letter 33.2. Public Hygiene Lets Us Stay Human Response 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A. Thank you for additional links to information that can be used during design. 
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Comment Letter 34. Stars Unlimited Response 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A. The sky and unobstructed views are important, and as a planned open space within the 

federal city, the National Mall does hold a unique relationship to the sky. The National Mall 
may be one national park that is significantly enjoyed from the air by many visitors landing at 
Reagan National Airport. On page 14 of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement the 
visibility day and night of the National Mall’s architecture and designed landscapes from the 
sky is listed as a fundamental value.   

 As you note, the National Mall is within an urban environment. Planned façade and com-
memorative lighting affects one’s ability to look at the night sky. Other nontraditional sky 
watching related opportunities include fireworks celebrations for the National Cherry 
Blossom Festival, the Fourth of July, and inaugural festivities. See the impact discussion 
about nighttime character related to the preferred alternative on page 480 in the draft 
document.  
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Comment Letter 34. Stars Unlimited (cont.) Response 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B. Programs related to sky watching could be developed; however, they do not fall within the 

primary proposed interpretive themes (see DEIS, p 14).  
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Comment Letter 34. Stars Unlimited (cont.) Response 
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Comment Letter 34. Stars Unlimited (cont.) Response 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
C. The need for visitors to appreciate the beauty of the National Mall at night is included in the 

plan objectives (DEIS, pp. 4 and 142). The plan proposes that the National Mall be a role 
model for sustainability, and reducing light pollution is related to that goal. The NPS 
Management Policies 2006 also address lightscape management (NPS 2006b, sec. 4.10). 
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Comment Letter 34. Stars Unlimited (cont.) Response 
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Comment Letter 35. University of Colorado Response 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A 
 
 
 

B 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C 
 
 
 
 
 

D 
 
 
 

E 
 

F 
 

G 

Jack DeBell 
debell@colorado.edu 
University of Colorado 

[Comment pertaining to question 1 (“Indicate the extent to which you agree with the overall Preferred 
Alternative Vision to restore the National Mall.”)] 

I agree with the overall Preferred Alternative Vision because it seems to most thoroughly satisfy the 
goals of the National Environmental Policy Act. 

[Comment pertaining to question 3 (“Indicate the extent to which you agree with the description of how the 
Preferred Alternative (which is also the environmentally preferred alternative) compares with other 
alternatives in meeting National Environmental Policy Act goals.”)] 

More than the other alternatives, the Preferred Alternative more fully enhances the quality of 
renewable resources and approaches the maximum attainable recycling. 

[Comment pertaining to question 5 (“Do you agree with the actions common to all alternatives?”)] 

It is important that actions toward improving waste reduction and recycling remain common to all 
alternatives.  (Citation: Actions Common to All Alternatives including Park Operations: "Make waste 
management more efficient; expand recycling at events, page 77) 

[Comment pertaining to question 6 (“Is there anything else you think NPS needs to consider with respect to 
the Draft National Mall Plan?”)] 

I appreciate the opportunity to provide comments on several aspects of the National Mall Plan 
including waste reduction and recycling.  My comments are abbreviated from previous meetings I 
have attended and presentations I have made at the request of the US EPA, National Park Service, 
and the Washington DC Public Works Department.  In summary, my comments focus on the need to:  

1) move ahead rapidly to study and implement cost-effective, code-compliant, and convenient, waste 
management and recycling systems.   This study should recognize the need for the variety of 
concession operations and other large generators of solid waste to take more active responsibility 
than in the past for funding, promoting, and actively participating in waste reduction, recycling, and 
disposal activities.   

2) issue standards as soon as possible for waste reduction, recycling, composting, and solid waste 
management to set reasonable expectations and apportion roles and responsibilities in ways that 
increase understanding and proper participation among National Park Service departments, 
contracted vendors, concessionaires, and organizers of events and demonstrations.  These standards 
should, at a minimum, include detail on the type(s) of proper recycling containers and their placement.  
These standards should endeavor to reach parity with the number, placement, and capacity of trash 
containers.   

3) restrict private company presence on the National Mall.  If the private sector participates in funding, 
operating, or promoting improved programs, that these private entities are recognized  but are 
restricted from promoting themselves in overt, visible ways which "commercialize" their presence on 
the National Mall.   

4) oversee private operations.  If the private sector provides operational service for collecting 
recyclables and trash from the Mall, that these services be awarded through a competitive bidding 
process with clear roles and responsibilities in a fixed duration contract with opportunities for public 
review as part of any renewal or extension process.    

5) reduce soil compaction, water use/irrigation requirements, and improve soil tilth by amending soils 
with appropriate grades and quantities of compost.   

6) continue to educate and increasingly mandate sustainable and low-impact events. This might 
require revisions to event permits, concession contracts, and improved educational information.  I 
would also comment that improvements for waste reduction, recycling, composting, and solid waste 
management remain included in any of the alternatives considered and that the agency's preferred 
alternative is most advantageous for prompt and thorough implementation of these improvements. 

 
[EDITOR’S NOTE: Comments submitted online.] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A. We appreciate the fact that several years ago the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

brought you into discussions about recycling and solid waste management as a respected 
leader in the field. The insight provided by lessons learned at the University of Colorado has 
been invaluable to the National Mall. We also appreciate that you have put your commitment 
and expertise into action by repeatedly volunteering on the National Mall, giving you a 
realistic sense of the challenges.  

B. Your comments on the National Mall plan are helpful. While the plan deals at a vision level 
with the topic, park staff have been moving ahead with cost-effective, code-compliant, and 
convenient waste management and recycling programs. 

 
 
C. Your suggestions are compatible with NPS policy and recent executive orders related to 

waste reduction, recycling, composting, and solid waste management. 
 
 
 
 
D. There are limits on commercial advertising and promotion related to this area. 
 
 
 
E. Any contracted services need to be awarded through processes that do include competitive 

bidding and durations. 

F. We agree that soil compaction needs to be reduced, and that composting and/or other 
amendments can be useful. 

G. We agree that education about waste reduction, recycling, and composting is essential. The 
National Park Service has participated in local and regional discussions about recycling, 
where all agencies agreed on the importance of consistent, coordinated educational messages 
to the long-term success of the programs. 
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